You might think dancing on the
beach in Aberdeen is a bit flash —
actually, you probably don’t — but
one of our own has turned beach
entertainment into an art form. So,
as you slip your bumper edition of
RedMatchday into your suitcase, if
you’re bound for Dubai, you might
find yourself coming across a
familiar face.

David Craig was a promising
youngster at Pittodrie in the early
1990s at a time when breaking
through to the Aberdeen first team
was a formidable prospect. Many
younger players moved on to play for
other clubs in Scotland and beyond.
While David continued to play for
several clubs after leaving Aberdeen
his career has taken a very different
path as he explains...

“Since my playing days I have
taken on a variety of roles but it’s
my love for music that's made my
career path an exciting one. [ am
now resident dj at Nasimi Beach in
Atlantis Hotel in Dubal.

“In the last couple of months we've
hosted brands like Defected, Hed
Kandi and Pacha as well as throwing
parties with guests like Usher,
Nightmares on Wax, Edward Maya,
Gramophonedze and The Cuban

Brothers. There are usually between
2000 and 3000 people on the beach at
the weekend - it’s quite a sight.

“More recently the hotel has been
putting on festival type concerts
which have been pulling in huge
numbers. At the last Sandance event,
I opened up for the Brand New
Heavies. They’re a band I've been
following since I was a teenage, I've
still got their first album on tape. It
was a real pleasure playing a sundown
set before they took the stage. 2 many
djs, Sneaky Sound System and Rodger
Sanchez also played on the day. The
atmosphere was amazing.

“The next big one was the final
international tour date for Faithless
before they broke up. I was one of the
supporting djs. Another unforgettable
night with over 12,000 people on the
beach. Maxi Jazz, Sister Bliss, they put
on a fantastic show.

“Then the weekend after that,
opened for Stevie Wonder to a full
house at Yas arena in Abu Dhabi.
Needless to say I've never been so
excited about a gig. He’s a legend in
the truest sense. It’s without a doubt
my biggest musical accomplishment
to date and to be honest I'm not sure if
T'll ever be able to top such an honour.
Getting the opportunity to meet him

afterwards just topped off a perfect
night. It’s a gig I'll be telling the
grandchildren about and anyone else
who'll listen for years to come.

“Then finally, last week I played at
the 5th Chill Out festival on Sandance
Beach. alongside Royksopp, The
Cinematic Orchestra, Felix Martin of
Hot Chip and Grammy Award winner
Erykah Badu. I was last on the two day
festival. I've been a massive Badu fan
since her first album so I was really
happy to be included on the bill.

“So all in all, things have been
pretty hectic but in a really good way.
Time’s just flying by though. I'm still
not taking for granted the fact I get
to play music on a beach under the
stars with the Dubai skyline in the
background. It’s really brought back
my passion for music and djing”




